SPEECH DELIVERED BY THE DISTRICT COORDINATING DIRECTOR OF ASUNAFO SOUTH DISTRICT ASSEMBLY ON THE OCCASION OF THE 68TH INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE AT THE KUKUOM AGRIC SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL PARK, KUKUOM ON THURSDAY, 6TH MARCH, 2025. 
NANA CHAIRMAN,
HON. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT,
NANANOM,
HON. ASSEMBLY MEMBERS,
DISTRICT SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS,
HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS PRESENT,
HEADS OF SCHOOLS,
THE CLERGY,
OUR HARDWORKING TEACHERS,
 SCHOOL CHILDREN,
FRIENDS FROM THE MEDIA,

DISTINGUISHED GUEST,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:
It is with much joy and deep sense of patriotism that I join you to celebrate the 68th anniversary of our Nation’s independence. On behalf of the President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. John Dramani Mahama, the good people of Asunafo South and on my own behalf, I extend to you our warmest felicitations. 

As you are aware, 6th March is a day of national pride, a day of reflection, and above all, a day to honor the sacrifices of those who fought for our freedom. Again, on this day we celebrate our harmony as people with diverse cultures and opinions on National issues, put our differences behind us and hold high the flag of Ghana in unity. 
Let me at this point congratulate the Parade Commander, Officers of the Security Agencies, Pupils, Students and all identifiable groups who form this parade. Your splendid performance today has indeed demonstrated the joy exhibited by our forebears who experienced the independence of this great nation on 6th March, 1957. We have the course to say bravo!

NANA Chairman, this year's theme, “Reflect, Review, Reset,” is a powerful call to action. It reminds us that true progress requires deep introspection, honest assessment, and bold decisions to redefine our path. Let us take a moment to reflect on how far we have come as a nation and as a district. Sixty-eight years ago, our forefathers fought for a Ghana that was independent, self-sufficient, and prosperous. Their dream was to see a country where every citizen had access to quality education, good healthcare, decent jobs, and a dignified life. We must assess ourselves as individuals and as district to ascertain whether we have done enough to uphold the vision of our forerunners? Indeed, our sober reflection would create a new pathway to reset the developmental agenda of the nation for accelerated growth and sustainable development. 
Surely, it is upon attainment of dignified life that one can say we have built a community where unity, development, and progress are the hallmarks of existence?
Ladies and Gentlemen, whilst we have made significant strides in education, health, infrastructure, and agriculture, challenges such as youth unemployment, environmental degradation (illegal cutting of trees), and inadequate social services still persist. Reflecting on these issues is the first step towards addressing them.

NANA CHAIRMAN, as we reflect, we must also review our efforts—what has worked and what has not. In the past year, the Asunafo South District Assembly has worked diligently to improve the livelihoods of our people. We have invested in education, notably in the provision of school buildings and furniture.  We have supported farmers with inputs and modern techniques to boost agriculture. We have undertaken projects to enhance roads, water, sanitation, and healthcare.
It is timely for us to also acknowledge areas where we have fallen short. This period therefore requires us to enquire whether our schools are producing quality graduates with the skills needed to compete in today’s global economy. Are we effectively managing our natural resources for sustainable development? Reviewing our successes and failures will help us refine our strategies for a brighter future.

NANA CHAIRMAN, our effort to Reflect and Review may be meaningless without the courage to Reset—to change course where necessary and adopt new approaches to our development. We cannot continue doing things the same way and expect different results.
As we move forward, we must RESET our mindset, our governance approach, and our collective commitment to development. In resetting, we must:
· Prioritize technical and vocational education to equip our youth with skills for self-employment;
· Embrace digital technology to improve efficiency in public service delivery;
· Strengthen local industries and promote agro-processing to create jobs and reduce over dependency on government;
· Encourage community participation in governance to foster transparency and accountability; and
· Promote peace and unity, recognizing that development can only thrive in an environment of stability and cooperation.
The responsibility to reset is not for government alone—it is for all of us. Every farmer, teacher, trader, artisan, and student has a role to play in shaping the future of Asunafo South and Ghana as a whole. Let us unite in purpose, work together in harmony, and commit ourselves to the principles of hard work, discipline, and innovation.
NANA CHAIRMAN, on this special day, I urge all of us to renew our patriotism and dedication to national development. Let us remember the words of our first President, that the “independence of Ghana is meaningless unless it is linked up with the total liberation of the African continent." Today, I say the development of Ghana is meaningless unless it is linked up with the total development of every district, every community, and every household. As we march forward, may we do so with renewed hope, a clear vision, and a firm determination to build a stronger, better, and more prosperous Asunafo South and Ghana.
Now to you students, our future leaders, I would want to say that, there is no substitute for hard work and discipline. As students, you must note that your success in academic pursuit and life in general is contingent on your willingness to embrace hard work and discipline. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At this juncture, I wish to affirm that, the Government has made huge investment in fixing a functional educational system in the country to churn out graduates who would be able to handle the real sectors of the economy for sustainable development. I therefore urge you to desist from deviant acts that could derail the foundations of these investments. We must take advantage of the numerous opportunities herald by the Government, as your future starts with the little things you do today. The District’s future depends on you. I am confident you will rise to the challenge.
In conclusion, NANA CHAIRMAN, as Dr. Kwame Nkrumah once declared, “We face neither East nor West; we face forward.” Let us therefore REFLECT with pride, REVIEW with courage, RESET with determination.
Long live Asunafo South!!!!
Long Live Ghana!!!!
May the good Lord bless us all

THANK YOU
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