WELCOME ADDRESS BY HON. FRANK ADUSE POKU, DISTRICT CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR ASUNAFO SOUTH DISTRICT ASSEMBLY AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE 1ST SESSION OF THE 6TH ASSEMBLY AT THE DISTRICT  ASSEMBLY CONFERENCE HALL ON MONDAY, 12TH FEBRUARY, 2024

OSAHENE KWAKU ATERKYI II, OMANHENE AND PRESIDENT OF THE KUKUOM TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

THE HON. REGIONAL MINISTER, AHAFO REGION,

THE HON. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, ASUNAFO SOUTH CONSTITUENCY,

THE REGIONAL CHIEF DIRECTOR, AHAFO REGIONAL CO-ORDINATING COUNCIL,

HER WORSHIP, DZIFA AZUMAH ESQ., DISTRICT MAGISTRATE, GOASO,

THE DISTRICT ELECTORAL OFFICER,

HONOURABLE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS,

HEADS OF DEPARTMENT AND STAFF PRESENT,

OUR FRIENDS FROM THE MEDIA,

DISTINGUISHED INVITED GUEST,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

Thank you to each and every one of you for being here with us today. We are very pleased to welcome the old Assembly Members that have been with us for long time and the new ones as well. 

Today marks the inauguration of the 1st session of the 6th Assembly and we are proud to be able to host it today, 12th February, 2024 here at the Conference Hall of the Assembly and with all of you present. 

Before we get started, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of you, most especially Osahene Kwaku Aterkyi II, Omanhene and President of Kukuom Traditional Council for gracing this event with your impeccable personality. To the government representative who is here to inaugurate the Assembly, Hon. George Yaw Boakye – Regional Minister for Ahafo Region, I thank you so much. We could not have done this inauguration without you. 

As we are all aware, we successfully held the District Level Elections in December, 2023 where Assembly Members were elected to represent their respective Electoral Areas at the Assembly. Regulation 1 of the Model Standing Orders for Metropolitan, Municipal and District Assemblies (MMDAs) enjoins the Assembly to organize an inaugural meeting to usher in both elected and appointed Assembly Members to serve the District accordingly. 

NANANOM, Distinguished Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen, May I at this point seized the opportunity to officially congratulate our gallant men and women who through elections and by appointment chosen to serve our great District in the capacity as Honorable Assembly Members. 

I want to reiterate that you have all been chosen to be a part of the Assembly due to your mutual passion for the Asunafo South District. May your passions help us all to unite and the energy we create is what allows us to achieve our individual as well as group goals. We need you as much as you need us and that is why we are grateful to have you join us here at the Assembly. 

Honorable Assembly Members, during the next few months, you will be taken through an orientation programme so that as enshrined in Section 16 (1) and (2) of the Local Governance Act 2016, Act 936 which clearly outlines the duties of Assembly Members, you will then come up to speed with the rudiments of the Assembly work.  

As representatives of your electorates in the Assembly, you are always admonished to comport yourselves in a manner that would demonstrate to the people that you are indeed available as to serve them. Again you are expected to be diligent, accountable and responsive to the Assembly and the people in your communities.
Ladies and Gentlemen, before I bring my address to an end, I would like to address an issue that is dear to my heart and thus, the issue of Revenue Mobilization in the District. Previous Audit Reports have established that the Asunafo South District Assembly is not doing enough to generate more internally generated funds. As we inaugurate a new Assembly today, I wish to appeal to you for us to take it up as a challenge to work towards changing the narrative, by coming up with more realistic, innovative and creative strategies in collaboration with Management of the District Assembly to generate adequate revenue to compliment the efforts of the Central Government.

So, on this note, I wish you a very warm welcome to each and every one of you and permit me to thank you all for taking time out of your heavy schedules to be here.
May God bless us all!!!
Long live Asunafo South
Long Live Ghana
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