[bookmark: _GoBack]A SPEECH DELIVERED BY HON. FRANK ADUSE POKU, DISTRICT CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF ASUNAFO SOUTH DISTRICT ASSEMBLY ON THE OCCASION OF THE 67TH INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE AT THE NURSING TRAINING SCHOOL PARK, KWAPONG ON WEDNESDAY, 6TH MARCH, 2024. 
NANANOM,
HON. ASSEMBLY MEMBERS,
HON. MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT,
DISTRICT COORDINATING DIRECTOR
DISTRICT DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION,
HEADS OF DEPARTMENT PRESENT,
HEADS OF FIRST AND SECOND CYCLE SCHOOLS,
THE CLERGY,
OUR HARDWORKING TEACHERS,
OUR FUTURE LEADERS, THE SCHOOL CHILDREN,

OUR FRIENDS FROM THE MEDIA,

DISTINGUISHED INVITED GUEST,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

It is with much joy and pride that I join you to celebrate the 67th anniversary of our Nation’s independence. On behalf of the President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo- Addo, the good people of Asunafo South and on my own behalf, I extend to you our warmest felicitations. 

On 6th March, when we celebrate the independence of Ghana, we celebrate the strength that comes from speaking with a united voice. We celebrate the coming together of people from diverse cultures and opinions on National issues to put their differences behind them and hold high the flag of Ghana in unity.
Let me again congratulate the Parade Commander, Officers of the Security Agencies, Pupils, Students and all identifiable groups who formed this parade. You have indeed put up a splendid performance befitting a memorable occasion like this. The District is proud of you.
Sixty-seven (67) years down the line, even though we acknowledge that we have not fully realized our potential and the dreams and aspirations of our District, we will not rest on our oars but to stand and work hard to ensure the dreams become a reality.

NANANOM, Distinguished Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen, we will need a united front in ensuring that our dreams become a reality. It doesn’t matter where one comes from; which tribe a person belongs to; the religious persuasion one is subscribed to; and the social standing of a person. With determination, we can work to develop our District and Nation. Our forefathers did it and WE CAN also do it. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, to our future leaders, I would want to say that, there is no substitute for hard work and discipline. As students, you must learn that your success in academic pursuit and life in general is contingent on your willingness to embrace hard work and discipline. These two are time-tested values that have seen many grow into men and women of substance in our community.

All students should note that your parents and Government have made huge investment in educating you. I admonish you, therefore, to desist from acts such as alcoholism, ‘wee’ smoking, disobedience, dishonesty and the likes. Stick to your books and channel your youthful exuberance into productive ventures so as to secure your future and contribute your quota to the development of Ghana. Take advantage of the numerous opportunities the Government, your parents and teachers have placed at your doorsteps. Your future starts with the little things you do today.
You are therefore expected to blossom into responsible men and women prepared to take over the affairs of this district and nation long after we, your parents and grandparents, have departed this earth. The District’s future depends on you. I am confident you will rise to the challenge.

NANANOM, Distinguished Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen, the theme for this year’s celebration, “Our Democracy, Our Pride”, should remind us the need to have and maintain a stable constitutional and democratic governance in our history as a nation. Multi-party democracy is not synonymous with enmity and division. It rather offers a common ground for the exchange of ideas. Party politics is disadvantageous if all that it leaves in its wake are intractable differences and a lack of consensus on any and every national issue. We can all belong to different political organizations and still work together to achieve solutions to our common challenges. This should be the pride we should have in exercising our democratic ideas.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the upcoming 2024 General Elections present us another opportunity to showcase the beauty of our democracy to the world. On my own behalf, I wish to declare empathically that, no amount of political power is worth plunging this district and nation into partisan, ethnic or religious strife. I pledge to continue to do all in my power to promote an atmosphere of political cooperation in order to diffuse any tension that may threaten our peace and I expect all other political parties and leaders in this constituency and country to do same. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my fervent hope that we will reflect again on the theme for this year’s independence Day Celebration, put aside all political, religious and tribal differences, hold on to our democratic values and work towards achieving peace for dear Nation. 

May God bless us all!!!
Long live Asunafo South
Long Live Ghana
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