A SPEECH DELIVERED BY HON. FRANK ADUSE POKU, THE DISTRICT CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF ASUNAFO SOUTH ON THE OCCASION OF THE 66TH  INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE AT THE METHODIST SCHOOL PARK, KUKUOM ON MONDAY, 6TH MARCH, 2023.
Nananom,
Hon. Assembly Members,
District Coordinating Director
District Commanders of Police, Immigration and NIB,
District Director of Education,
Other Heads of Department Present,
Heads of First and Second Cycle Schools,
Political Party Executives,
The Clergy,
Our Hardworking Teachers,
School Children,
Friends from the Press,
Distinguished Invited Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is with much joy and pride that I join you to celebrate the 66th anniversary of our Nation’s independence. On behalf of the President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo- Addo, the good people of Asunafo South and on my own behalf, I extend to you our warmest felicitations. 

On 6th March, when we celebrate the independence of Ghana, we celebrate the strength that comes from speaking with a united voice with a common purpose even in diversity. We celebrate the coming together of people from diverse cultures, experiences and opinions on National issues to put their differences behind them and hold high the flag of Ghana in unity with a common goal.

Let me seize this opportunity to express my appreciation  to Nananom, our Hardworking Farmers, Teachers, Health Professionals and workers in general through whose sweat Ghana, our dear Country has developed to this appreciable level.

I congratulate the Parade Commander, Officers of the Security Agencies, Pupils, Students and all identifiable groups who formed this parade. You have indeed put up a splendid performance befitting a memorable occasion like this. The District is therefore, proud of you.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we seem to be so divided especially, when you listen to our leaders on the airways but do you realize how we forget about our diversity and unite when our National Team wins or when we are hit by a tragedy? A classic example is our unified response to the unfortunate demise of our brother Christian Atsu.  May his soul rest in peace. Why can’t we do same by putting politics, religion and our tribal differences aside to unite and develop ourselves as a country?

Our current economic situation largely influenced by external forces demands of us more than ever to put all our strengths, experiences and techniques to bring our economy and for that matter, our living standards to the level we all wish for ourselves.

[bookmark: _GoBack] Let all hands be on deck and not be spectators as we rejuvenate the” can do spirit” in us as Ghanaians to take our destiny and our pride in our own hands. The time to do this is now and the people to do this are nobody than us.

It is for this reason that there cannot be a better theme for this year’s Independence Day Celebration than, ‘OUR UNITY - OUR STRENGTH - OUR PURPOSE’. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, how can we improve our current economic situation if we bring each other down, politicize every issue, assist foreigners to rob our motherland and normalize indiscipline at all levels? We are among the best of workers outside Ghana but how do we serve our country back home? Let us love our Motherland with our actions and not just words. Let us stop the blame game and serve our country with a united front because posterity will judge us for our actions and inactions in whatever positions we find ourselves today.

Nananom, Ladies and Gentlemen, Sixty-Six years in the life of a Nation is no mean achievement. It is therefore, worth our time, energy and commitment to mark the day with all our might and strength. Let us all work selflessly to ensure sustainable development in a peaceful environment befitting a Sixty-Six year independent Nation. The prosperous Ghana which we all desire can only be achieved if we sit up and do what is expected of us as School Children, Parents, Traditional Rulers and the entire labour force. Let us live up to the principles of Service to the Nation and Mankind.

Nananom, Ladies and Gentlemen, my passionate appeal to all of us is to re-candle the team- spirit our founding fathers had, even in diversity and renew our mindsets. Let us always pause and ask ourselves whether there is any better way of sharing ideas in whatever we do. Let us always ensure excellence in our way of thinking, building consensus and teaming up with others for the development of Mother Ghana.

 Ladies and Gentlemen, the NPP led Government is committed to building the capacities of the youth in order to place the destiny of the country in save hands. It is therefore not surprising that, the Government in spite of the current economic challenges, still fully funds the Free Senior High School programme to help cushion parents and guardians.

The District through the initiative of our own Hon. George Boakye, the Ahafo Regional Minister has selected over 200 apprentices across the District who will be given start-up kits to start apprentice programme of their choice. The District will also pay their apprenticeship fees. This in no small way, will equip the youth in the informal sector to take their destinies in their own hands since beneficiaries of this programme will be able to learn a trade of their choice without paying a penny from start to finish.

It is said that “to whom much is given, much is expected’ hence, the youth are expected to exhibit patriotism, volunteerism, love for the environment, perseverance and discipline. Please stick to your books and obey directions and instructions from your teachers, mentors and parents.

Nananom, Invited Guests, my humble advice to all of us is that, let us reflect first on the effects of whatever we want to do for our nation, family and community before we make a move if we are to sustain the peace and democracy we are enjoying now. Let us tolerate each other’s views, beliefs and practices for there is strength in diversity if well nurtured. We have only one Ghana so let us live in peace with one another.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is my fervent hope that we will reflect again on the theme for this year’s independence Day Celebration, put aside all political, religious and tribal differences and forge ahead in unity to achieve the common goal we have set for ourselves so that we can live up to the dreams and aspirations of the founders of this great Nation of ours.

Thank you and may Almighty God Bless Us All. 
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